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e vanity of human puruits. | 


Auon the many painful reflections that 


affli the ſerious and benevolent mind; there 
is scarcely any thing more melancholy, than 


a confideration of the calamitous state of this 


disordered wodd, even in the moſt civilized. 
and beſt regulated societies. Numbers of 
our fellow- creatures are daily sinking under 


the keenest distresses and disappointments; 


none are secure from affliction ; and very fer 


even of those who are exempted from pecu- 


liar suffering, and surrounded with all the 8 


juxuries of life, are free from vexation and 


discontent. And can we, with such a scene 


ok human misery before us, help feeling ma- 
ny a wish that the illusions with which 
most men are fascinated were dispelled, ad 
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2 THE VANITY or HUMAN dunsvirs. 


that they might learn 26 distinguish between 


5 real, and eee _ 


4 But the . affords a 


lesson, which though daily confirmed by 
facts, will not perhaps be easily acquired by 
those who do not learn it from their own ex- 
perience. For at the first entrance into 
the world, when the imagination is ac- 


tive, the affections; warm, and the heart 


% ${ranger: 10 deceit and consequently 


<4 n, many delightful dreams of 


Fant» looks forward to some future 
period; when deliverance trom certain re- 

atrietions, or the enjoyment: of cert 
zuits will be attained W Hah 
trivial or ridiculous in the eye of maturer 
age, are in themselves perhaps, not more 
vain, and far more innocent, than many which 
oceupy some of the most celebrated among 
mankind. From childhood to youth, from 


youth to maturity, from maturity even to 


Aͥoerepitude, all, in various Ways, are en⸗ 
* Miss Eowdler's James 


W xl; el dee ut neee 
does reason begin to dawn, than the in- 
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happiness they seek, like the ignis fatuns 


that deludes the benighted traveller, flies 


faster the more eagerly it is pursued; or, if 
at length it come within their erte 
n e back 


n FI 


5 e * 455 1 

ak erde Shes this painful * ſome» 
times force itself on the mind, hat men are 
tempted to look with envy on the very beasts 


that perish, The irrational creatures have no 


Fain regrets, or bitter reflections on dhe past, 


to disturb their repose, nor any anxious cares 
a and projets for the luture, to embiiter their 


enjoyments, They rest catisſied ĩn the ptesent 
gratiſication, incapable of exercising the 


mental Pen that constitute man's chief su- 


rally — are 3 
r | 2413 * 137 MES} 6] 
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f Let us not — have the temerity to 
suppose, that. the infinitely wise and benefi. 
cent Creator of the universe, Hz who made 


man after his own image, endowed him with | 
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the powers of reason to make him wretched. 
To suppose this, we must not only altoge- 
ther disregard the assertions of revelation, but 
the dictates of human reason; which though 
indeed unable satisfactorily to demonstrate 
the soul's immortality, derives its most pow- 
erful argument from that unceasing, yet un- 
satisfied desire of happiness which i is 80 deeply 
a germ in the heart or man. 


* * * 15 £ 


Zut Wu deptette like some fair and 
tender exotic, which droops and withers when 
transplanted to a ruder clime, is not made to 
flourish in the barren soil of this world; it is 
certain, that a portion of it, may even here be 
attained. But alas! men seek this treasure 
where it is not to be found. The road to plea- 
sure, wealth, or fame, according to the vari- 
ous tastes of different minds, is mostly supposed 
to lead to this desired object, and though 
none who ever trode this beaten path found 
their expectation realized, others are not de- 
terred from following f in e same unsuccess- 
ful are BE WEI NE 
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of Fenn to chills the voice of reason 
and reflection, and to waste in trifles that 
invaluable talent time, which is given us for 
the most important purposes, and which when 
gone we can never retrieve! And yet, can 
any be supposed to have less experience of 
genuine peace and satisfaction, than those, 


who continually engaged in a toilsome round 
of unsatisfying pleasures that distract the 
mind, impair the health, and tend to make the 
common scenes of lite irksome and insipid, 
are subject to sleepless nights, anxious days, 
and hopes mostly ending in disappointment? 
Alas Sir! said Dr, Johnson, once in con- 
versation with Mr. Boswell. these grand 
houses, fine gardens and publick amusements, 
are only struggles for happiness. When L first 
* entered Ranelagh, it gave an expansion and 
* gay sensation to my mind, such as I never 
experienced any where else. But as Xers 
| ; xes wept when he viewed his immense 
army, and considered that. not one of that 
e þ would be alive one hun- 
* dred years afterwards; it went to my 
9 * heart to n that chere was not one in 
B 3 £ iet Jad" 
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+ all that brilliant e FRAN whos was not | afraid 
to go home and think; but that the thoughts 

of each individual there ne. wn nd 
7 "ee when: alone. 


05 it it the a ths to Jebade the 
lern faculties of the soul in frivolities be- 


neath the attention of a rational creature; 


there is another description of persons per- 
haps still more dangerously misled; and who, 
if possible, are at a greater distance from the 
happiness they pursue. I mean those, who 
being fascinated in early life by the perusal 
of novels and romances, have deluded them - 
zelves with the hope of enjoymenis never to be 
realized, qualifications neither to be attained 
or even desired, and characters which are no 
where to be found. Of all the various evils 
that corrupt the minds of youth in the present 
day, there are many less specious, but none 
more injurious than this. Speaking of Rousseau 
an admired author observes, that amongst 
* his irregularities it must be reckoned, that 
he is sometimes moral, and moral in a very 


sublime strain. But the general Spirit and 
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© tendency of his works is mischievous, and 


the more mischievous for this mix ture: 


for perfect depravity of sentiment is not 

reconcileable with eloquence; and the mind 
« (though corruptible, not complexionally 
vicious) would reject and throw off with 
disgust a lesson of pure and unmixed evil. 
These writers make even virtue a pandar to 
vice. —The' morality to which they often 


pretend, only serves to disguise the poison they 


infuse, and to excite a fatal degree of pride and 
self complacency; while the pathetick tales and 


elegant distresses with which they abound, in- 


ſtead of inspiring sentiments of enlarged and 
disinterested benevolence, rather tend to steel 
the heart against those daily scenes of misery 


which it is our duty to compassionate and re- 


lieve.“ Vanity, however, finds its account 
in reversing the train of our natural feelings. 


Thousands admire the sentimental writer; 


* the affectionate father is min known in | 
his parish. rr | 


* That creation of refined nd * feel. 
ings. reared by the authors of novels has 
. The Burke, 

B 4 | 


5 . 4 $6 „ | 
3 e eee deen, 10 


an ill e not ain on our ideas 455 vir- 
tue, but also on our estimate of happi- 
ness. Such a sickly sort of refinement creates 
imaginary evils and distresses, and imagi- 
nary blessings and enjoyments, which embit- 
ter the common disappointments, and de- 


preciate the common attainments of life. N 


This affects the temper doubly, both with 
respect to ourselves and others; with re- 
spect to ourselves, from what we think 
bouglit to be our lot with regard to others, 
from what we think ought to be their sen- 
timents. It inspires a certain childish 
pride of our own superior delicacy, an un- 
fortunate contempt of the plain worth, and 
the ee nn 


8 _ Fo 

around us. 82 > S159 91 
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3 young woman imbibe 
this fatal poison, than she immediately dis- 
covers herselſ to be unhappy! Her daily em- 
ployments, her accustomed pursuits and asso- 
cjates are now na longer capable of interest- 
ing, The presence and conversation of her 
relatives and friends become irksome and in- 
sipid. Introduced, as it were, into a higher, 


2 1 
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region, and GE" ME n more aße enjoy- 
ments; she sighs to meet some hindred spirit 
who can share in all the emotions of her 


* 


heart. The sentimental and exalted endear- 


ments of love and friendship are, in her eyes, 
the only source of all genuine felicity: and as 
it is always easy to believe what we wish, if 
an object endowed with powers to please pre- 
sent himself, fancy will readily supply every 
deficiency, and pourtray a perfect character; 
while the highest satisfaction of which the 
human mind is capable will be e 


* from his e 


Hayy will it by nid in such a case, if 
inexperienced, unsuspecting youth do not 
fall a sacrifice to a base and designing se- 
ducer! But allowing things to take the most 


congenial hearts possessed of the most exgui- 
site gengibility, after various extraordinary and 


most interesting adventures, are at length 


happily united Shall we suppose that the 
same blissful scene, which winds up the no- 


vel or the play, will continue through many 
years in a series of uninterrupted delight? 


favourable turn imaginable; and that two 
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| cs romantic visionaries, is the simple la- 
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Alas! no «ky: tt that- REIN {6 d 


ſerene on the entrance into this — 2 
path, will soon be obſcured by chilling damps 


and gloomy clouds, If no calamitous events 


intervene, diſgust and insipidity will certainly 


succeed. Many mortifying discoveries of 
imperfection on each side will be made; and 
a variety of vulgar common eures intrude to 
engross the attention, sour the temper, and 
interrupt the enjoyment, that had been ex- 


pected: and, aſter all, it will be well, if that 


which began in the most extravagant attach- 
ment, an attachment built on too frail a basis 
to be permanent, do not terminate in n 

ence or aversion. er ee 


0 


. more ace wy les e than 


bourer or mechaniek, who daily engaged in 
some useful occupation, has little opportunity 
for the creation of imaginary distresses 3 and 
who tasting more sweetness in the common 
comforts of life, is not reduced to the sad ne- 
cessity of devising expedients to Kilt the time. 


which often hangs so heavy on the hands ot 


his superiors. 


Ro 


vo or fortune—the same event is sure to 

: disappointment will certainly succeed. 
V 3 says Solomon, is not satisfied 
* with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.“ 
Those very airs which at their first perform- 
ence so charmed us, that we thought we 


frequent repetition-. The same prospect 


length becomes tiresome and uninteresting. 
Even yon sumptuous villa, and those beauti- 


such expence and pains, that at first his abode 
appeared to him little short of a terrestrial pa. 


1 finds mote charms and satisfaction in walk. 


ing on a neighbouring heath! 


He sighs—for after all by slow degrees 


But whether we seek for happiness in the 
circles of dissipation, the regions of romance, 
the flowery path of sensual pleasures, or the 

more steep and thorny ascent of ambition, 
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could listen to them for ever, disgust by too 


which, we once. deemed zo delightful, at 
ful grounds, on which the owner bestowed 


radise, have now lost so much of their attrac- 
tions, that while others come from far to 
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© The Proſpect, such as might enchant deſpair, 
0 He views it not, or sees no en a. *>*-: 
| * cow I 7 N 
Luck ETIA, a lady remarkably endowed 
with the various gifts of beauty, wit, and afflu- 
ence; possessed of every accomplishment, 


79 and surrounded, as she acknowledges, with 
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every thing that the world deems essential to 
happiness : in conversing a short time ago 
unreservedly with a friend, burst into tears, 
and confessed that she could hardly help en- 
vying a poor beggar who was just then pas- 
sing by the door. Her temper, she said, had 
been spoiled by unlimited indulgence; she 
felt wearied and discontented with all around 
her; and while many looked up to her with 
envy and admiration, she thought herself one 
of the most wretched of human beings! Not 
that any religious scruples, or fears of futu- 
rity destroy this lady's peace; for she lives 
in a total indifference about these things, or 
rather in a state of infidelity. But being pos- 
sessed of too strong an understanding, to be 
long amused with the trifles which occupy 
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weaker mind 4 she 150 with peculiar p — 805 | 
nancy the disappointments and e of 
. life. f 5 


ih e a be led to suspect the 
633 asserted: but LUCR&- 
* TIA's case is a certain fact. So true it is that 
vexation and satiety are inscribed on all earthly 
enjoyments! And in some lamentable in- 
stances where these are inordinately pursued, 
the loss of health, reason, property, and every 
thing that is dear, at length proves the inevi- 
table CONSEQUENCE. 


The rich and great, though possessed of 
many gratifications which others are unable 
to procure, have yet cares and anxieties pe- 
culiar to themselves; and are often strangers 
to the ſweetest enjoy ments of domestick life. 


es Courteous compliments and servile attend- 
or anis will do little, to compensate the want of 
A genuine confidence and friendship; any more 
be than splendid equipages and elegant enter- 
py tainments will avail, to ſoothe the rankling : 
wounds inflicted by envy or $USPICION, Who 
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we 
" 


—— 


. 7 — ; 
: * 1 
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so restless and unquiet, $0 o subject to the i in- 


fluence of turbulent and malignant passions, 
as the lofty and ambitious? or who 80 liable 


to fall, as those that have climbed the totter- 
ing Liab of preſerment ? ? » Frail ped 


$$ * SF 2 


built | on the precarious. 5 of the great, 
or that depends on the breath of popular ap- 
plauſe; which often preters novelty to merit, 
and has too many candidates, to besto on 
one chat tribute of admiration, Which each 
conceives to be his due. wh 


Nor is that kntslisble thirst for knowledge | 


which animates the devotees. of science, 
though far more flattering to the $elf-compla- 
cency of man, less attended wich vanity and 
vexation, or less inimical to his highest 
welfare. The Pursuit, indeed, deeply engages 
and interests; ; but the powers ot che human 


mind are $0 limited, and i it's enquiries so un- 
successful, that, perhaps. the greatest attain- 


ment of the most profound Philosopher, is to 
discover the depth- of his ignorance, a and the : 


insulficiency | of his understanding: While 


o 
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unhappily, by the incessant investigation of 


difficulties it is impossible to solve, he is often 
quite unfitted for the comforts and duties of 
society. And what is still worse, he has pro- 


bably acquired such a sceptical turn of think. 


ing, as leads him to look with contempt on 
thoſe, who submit with erh den to the 
teaching of revelation. 


It muſt W confessed, that some de- 


gree of comfort and atis faction is annexed to 


certain temporal advantages. None surely, 


but a proud self. deluded Stoick can deny, 


. * r 


that it is a great mercy to be preserved from 


the miseries of penury and want, to be pos- 
sessed of a healthful vigorous constitution, to 


be able to enjoy the beauties of this fair 


creation, to have an unblemished reputation 


with our fellow creatures, or to taste the 


sweets of social life the most refined and ra- 
tional of our delights. And God, who * gives 


us richly all things to enjoy,” by no means 


prohibits our temperate indulgence in the 
blessings he has graciously vouchsafed us. 


But then these alone are insufficient to fill 
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and satisfy the immortal mind, and to afford 
rest and complacency to the soul. Ask the 
few who, peculiarly favoured with the smiles 
of Providence, have been enabled to make 
the experiment. They will tell you, if they 
speak ingenuously, they always found an 
aching void, a something still wanting to com- 
plete their happiness; though perhaps they 
could scarcely define it. And thus they 
either endeavoured not to think at all: or, if 
they did think, their reflections generally 
ended in peevishness and repining, and ex- 
cited a number of imaginary wants, the gra- 
tiſication of which would still leave them 
restless and discontented. So juſt is that ob- 
servation of the poet, 

4 Man's siekly soul, tho? turn'd and toss'd forever 
From side to side, can rest on nought but Thee.“ 


But laying aside this representation of 
things, which by the multitude who wish 


to deceive themſelves wich gay dreams of pre- 
conceived felicity, will doubtless be thought 


gloomy and unjust; let us, on the contrary 


* 
LIE 
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imagine the objects which different men pur⸗ 
sue not only attained, but really affording 


much of the happiness supposed to be con- 


tained in them there is one truth, none will 
have the presumption to deny that they are 
pertshing and uncertain. A few fleeting 
hours or days may, in various ways, deprive us 
of them— a few short years must take them, 
away for ever! © Their inward. thought is“ 

(saith the Psalmist) that their houses shall 
endure for ever, and their dwelling place 
„to all generations; they call their lands 
after their own names: nevertheless man 
being in honour abideth not; he is like 


the beasts that perish.*” 


/ | . 
Oh! how soon can the hand of Provi- 
dence wither all our fairest blossoms, and 
darken our brightest prospects] how many are 
there, who perhaps but yesterday were exult- 
ing in the enjoyment of fame and fortune, 
now sinking on a sudden to the grave, cut off 
by some unforeseen event; or stretched on a 
bed of pain and LAs unable with all their 
4 Ps. xlix. IT, I, 3 


cy 


CT vANITY'or HUMAN PURSUITS. 


wealth and authority to purchase a moment's 
ease! How many, who but a little time 
since were running the full round of dissipa- 
ted pleasures, in the bloom of youth and 
beauty, are now rendered ineapable of every 
gratification While some possibly, who in 
the morning were surrounded with all the 
comforts and elegances of life, in the even- 
ing are reduced almost to beggary by de- 
vouring flames. And if we descend into 
the calamities of domestic life what in- 
stances of refined and exquisite distresses 
shall we behold? All the hopes that the 
fond parents had been fostering for their 
beloved offspring destroyed by a sudden 
stroke !—The cruel wounds inflicted on the 
sensible and affectionate, by the unkind beha- 
viour of their friends and relatives.-Or those, 
who had long been united by the tenderest 
ties, torn asunder by violence, almost as great 
as the pangs which dissever soul and body. 
Some, weeping over the pains and sorrows of 
the friends they love, but whom they are un- 
able to relieve: and others, feeling them- 
8elves daily wasted by a slow, but inveterate 


— 
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malady, that not only threatens soon to draw 
a final veil over the abjects they most have 
loved, but even now renders * nee 
and unavaihng. (9189 t 


| These are sad scenes but misery cannot 
be averted by forgetfulness. Let not the 
gay and prosperous turn away from them— 
for they are replete with the most useful in- 


struction, such as all have abundant occasion 
to receive. 


11118 


On a view like de it might well be ex- 
claimed; * what a miserable creature i is man? 
And such indeed he would be, if this were 

all. Endowed with capacities for happiness 
which he seems unable to attain, and possessed 
of powers which render him capable of dis- 
tresses peculiar” to himself, his lot appears to 
be the most deplorable i in the creation: 80 
that, if annihilation were to succeed his de- 
parture from this world, the unconscious 
animals would greatly have the advantage. 
But, this is not all.—The unknown State on 
which he is about to enter, has more terrors 
than any he can leave behind, Man must 


. LEY 


on * THR FANETYE OF HUMAN PURSUITS, 


go W to ba no more seen; ond Fees goes 


— he knows not where, — shadows and 
1 \tarkoees rest upon it—a life of disappoint- 
ment, care, and suffering—a death full of 
dread and uncertainty ! | 


Such, Without exaggeration, appears to be 


our melancholy state, unaided by the light of 
revelation. In circumstances so dark, sc 


intricate and perplexing, it were natural to 


think that the human mind would eagerly 
catch at every. ray of light, that might gild 


the gloomy scene, and promise relief under 


the complicated miseries to which man is ex- 
posed. Oh! who can tell me of some friendly 
power to support and shelter me, du- 
ring the storms of this tempestuous life? 
and oh! above all, who can tell me, after 
its toilsome round i is ended, whether I may 
find. a haven of rest and. peace at. last ?” 


* 


82 K 1 2 


| Surely, we might conceive, that in the con- 
sideration of things like these, the most dis- 


tant report of a revelation from Gop of 
« peace and goodwill to men, would be 


the most welcome, the most interesting, that h 


ever soundedi in mortal ears. 20 
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1 and IMMORTALITY. are : brought 
*« to light by the gospel.”'—What then is 
the reception given to these ** glad tidings 7% 
Immediately on their publication, do we find 
6 men relinquishing their pursuit of riches, 
pleasures, and honours, which they know at 
; best to be perishing and uncertain, to seek 
5 after a © kingdom that cannot be moved,” 
r an inheritance that fadeth not away?“ 
* Do we find them, struck with alarm at the | 
awful declarations. contained. in the word * 
God, earnestly asking how they am; ess 
„ cape from the wrath to come, and 2 
made partakers of everlasting felicity? And 
above all, do we see them filled with wonder 


and admiration at the report of God's « N 
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dous mercy in giving bis own Son to die for 


their redemption 3 ; and forsaking the weari- 
some paths of sin and vanity, to follow the 
Redeemer in the way which he has appointed? 
Alas no!—it is far otherwiſe—"* The king- 
dom of heaven is like unto a certain king 
„ which, made a marriage for his son, and he 
sent forth his servants to call them which 
« were bidden to the wedding, and they 
would not come. But they made light of 
« it, and went their ways, one to his farm, 


« another to bis merchandise!“ | 
BO | 


4 


We know how exactly this was yirified 
on the first promulgation of the gospel, and 
what opposition it met with, both from the 

Jews, and from the polished and enlightened 
Greeks and Romans. And even to this day 
the same difficulties and obstacles still occur 
in every heathen nation, where attempts are 
made to introduce Christianity. But to 


bring che matter nearer to ourselves: what is 


the result i in this country, where the gospel 
has been Fe received, and generally 
5 r © Matt, xi. 25 55 9 8 


— 
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established? Are not the few, who abide by 
its truths and precepts, universally derided as 
Singular and precise? Is not the very men- 
tion of Christ, or the conversing on religious 
topicks, in polite companies, deemed'discredi- 
table, and inconsistent with'the rules of good 
breeding? And is there any volume almost 
so utterly neglected as the Bible, though 
numbers who disregard it's instruction, very 
inconsistently acknowledge it to be the only 


infallible guide to eternal happiness? Many in- 


deed, altogether reject it's testimony without 
enquiry; or think it of little consequence what 


they believe, provided they do but lead, What the 


world calls, a virtuous life. And of the num- 
bers Who -profess' to believe the seriptures, 
and would doubtless revolt with horror at the 
imputation of infidelity, the greater part give 
only a cold assent to revelation; have never 
examined and embraced it for themselves, 
but simply echo with their lips the creeds 
and catechisms they learned in the nursery : 
while their understandings remain unin- 
formed, and ar hearts miaflected. 775 


by ruf zuresr ANCE. oF REVELATION. 


11 2 itn 1 Bü iced Sotheifed us, 
10 point out the path to pleasure, fortune, or 
preferment, how closely would it be studied, 
how diligently inveſtigated! And yet, what 


are all the riches and honours in the univerſe, 
compared to the favour. of the Almighty, 


peace of, conſcience, ſerenity of mind, and a 
prospect of never-ending felicity? Oh! that 
those, who have been long wearying them- 
gelves i in the ways of vanity, * spending their 
„money for that which is not bread, and their 
labour for that which satisfieth not *,” 
would at length turn aside and behold that 


glorious. 8UN, whose beams can alone enligh- 


ten the mind with -heavenly truth, and heal 
the broken heart*! Oh! that they would 
come to Him, who has invited all that are 


% weary and heavy laden,” with promises of 


ee and rest to ir ue 


Werbe of all ths dit Weft with 
which the world abounds 'of 'man's natural 
dislike to true religion, there is none more 
obvious and surprising than his utter indiffe- 


1 Isai. Iv. 2. 2 Malachiiv. 2, 
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rence to that which moſt concerns his ha 
ness, and which seems most calculated to 
awaken the liveliest emotions of his mind. 
The subjects on which the scriptures treat, 
are of infinite, of eternal importance, as must 
be confessed by all who allow the being of a 
God and the immortality of the soul. The 
event predicted and declared by them is no- 
ching less chan the incarnation of the Son of 
God himself, who being in the form of 
& God thought it not robbery to be equal 
© with God: but made himself of no reputa- 
« tion, and took upon him the form of a 1 
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EF * gervant, and was made in the likeness of 
. | % men: and being found in fashion as a man, 
« he tumbled himself, and becme bbb ne 
a to death, even the death of the cross 11“ 
4 and yet, wonderful to tell, the declaration of 


this stupendous truth obtains not a hundredth 


part of the attention. which is generally be- 
Stowed: on any art or Science! 


It is by 0 means intended to insinuate 
that it is the duty of every one to receive the 
. 1 Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8. 
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Bible Gb implicit faith as a revelation 3 


so by his parents or tutors; or because Pro- 
vidence has cast his lot in a Christian land. 
Doubtless we ought to make every possible 
enquiry into that, on which all our present 
hopes and future felicity are said to depend; 

and by which all our conduct through liſe is 


to be directed. But unhappily men w¹ n 


enguire. The principles and precepts of 
Christianity, though superlatively suited to 
make us happy, so wound our self-compla- 
cency, and so interfere with our favourite 
pursuits; that the scriptures are almost uni- 


Vversally treated with neglect, or rejected with 


aupereilious e 


Let n who hit hitherto persevered in 
this mistaken conduct, venture to descend a 
lttle into his own heart, and aſk himself the 
real cauſe of his'indifference or dislike to re- 
velation.—Will it not be found, that, immer- 
sed in vanity, or led away by the fashionable 
opinions of those who disdain to think like the 
common herd of mankind, he has never con- 


%- 


God, merely because it has been pronounced 


THE IMPORTANCE OF REVELATION, 27 


descended to reflect about it at all? Or else, 


that under the baneful influence of some fas 


vourite pursuit, some darling passion, con- 
trary to the dictates of the inspired writers, 
he has endeavoured as much as possible to 
persuade himself, either that these authors 
never existed, were impostors, or were im- 


posed upon by others? And thus, finding it 
for his present comfort to disbelieve, he con- 


demns that which he has never once impar- 
tially n E RE 5 


For che ind that is sincerely enquiring 
into the truth of revelation, there is certainly 
the most satisfactory evidence to be obtained; 
and such as has proved sufficient to convince 


men of the greatest talents and strongest rea- 
son. We cannot surely suppose that a BA- 
CON, a BOYLE; a NEWTON and a LockE 
suffered themselves to be enslaved by vulgar 


prejudices; and that, on a subject of infinite 


importance, they gave their cordial assent to 


that which they had never duly considered. 


Or that the beaux esprits of the present day, 
who are unquestionably more eminent for 
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a an play, and dd: A- 


musements, than for close thinking and accu- 


rate investigations, have made more profound 
discoveries, than these great men, who have 


hitherto been deemed the honour of our coun- 
try. | 2 


As some proof of what has been advanced, 


let us consider the very dark and deplorable 
state the world was in, previous to the intro- 


duction of Christianity. If it were not, that 
on this subject we have perhaps no particular 


temptation to incredulity, the very existence 


of the idolatrous abominations and absurdities, 
that formerly prevailed among the heathen, 
might seem as difficult to be believed as che 


most mysterious parts of our religion. That 


the gross est vices should have been deified— 
that birds and beasts, reptiles and vegetables 
—nay, wood and stone, the work of men's 
„ hands *” should have become the objects 
of general adoration, is certainly the greatest 
disgrace to man's understanding that can be 
conceived. And these errors, ehe with 


a Tai. xliv. 9—19. 
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many other ridiculous and monstrous/notions 
and practices, not proper to be here related, 


seem to have been permitted by divine wis- 


dom, to shew how little of the true character 
of God, man, left to himself, is able to dis- 
cover, and to what dreadful evils he is dis- 


posed. The pernicious eſſects of this igno- 


rance on the morals of mankind, are most 
forcibly described in St. Paul's Epistle to the 


Romans *; and must be sufficiently obvious 
to all who examine history devoid of those 
dangerous partialities for heroes and philoso- 
phers, which, through a deplorable mistake 


in the present mode of education, are often 


instilled into the minds of Wee un 


we shall find that i in che aa state of 
beathes refinement, vices were publickly 
conmved at, which in Christian countries are 


not thought of without detestation; While 
the most admired virtues and splendid actions 


of the pagans, in general proceeded from no 
higher principles than pride, ambition, 0 
an insatiable thirst for glory. 


2 Rom. tp 20-33. | 
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In such a state of the world as this, what 
an extraordinary, and, on any natural princi- 
ples, what an unaccountable circumstance it 
is, that the religion of Christ, so contrary to 
the prevailing opinions both of Jews and 
gentiles, so repugnant to all the passions and 
prejudices of the human heart, should, against 
the strongest opposition of all ranks and or- 
ders of men, make it's way in the world, 
through the endeavours of a few obscure, un- 
lettered individuals! That these persons 
were deceivers, cannot reasonably be sup- 
posed, when we consider, that, as far as this 
life was concerned, no other promise was 
given to them, no better prospect was before 
them — than universal contempt and persecu- 
tion. Doubtless their inducement for bear- 
ing testimony to the Saviour whom they fol- 
lowed, and whose extraordinary miracles an 
resurrection they had beheld, proceeded from 
a deep conviction of the important truths He 
taught, zeal for the glory of the God they 
* Though the Jews expected the Messiah (according to 
the wonderful prediction of Daniel, c. ix. 24—27) yet what 
they hoped for was a temporal Prince Who should excel in 


power and splendour, and make them victorious over their 
enemies. ls , = 
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ns nod. a the most pure, disinterestad 


benevolence for. the souls of men. Nor were 


their beneficent desires disappointed. In this 
respect, the remarkable words of Gamaliel 
have been literally fulfilled, and are fulfilling 
to this very day. If this counsel or this 


„ work be of men, it will come to nought, 


hut if it be of God ye cannot nnn ick.“ 


Thus} is a no PS of the n 
inspiration of the scriptures more striking 


than the accomplishment of the prophecies 


they contain, many of which prophecies have 
taken place in latter ages. The description 
of the person and sufferings of Christ in the 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, and the seventy- 
years captivity foretold in the twenty-se- 
venth chapter of Jeremiah; the destruction 
of those once great and flourishing cities, 
NINEVEH, BABY LON and TYRE, the laſt of 


which has been but of late years reduced to 
_ that state of entire desolation, which accord - 
ing to modern travellers exactly corresponds 


1 Acts, v. 38,39. Nahum. Isal. xiii, 14+ Eaek. xxvi. 4, 3. 


we» * 2 % et Fare . . 

2 7 8 * er RT - 2 

— TEST n 0 7 
F 


N 


5 


3 
— 


32 THE IMPORTANCE or REVELATION. | 


with ! ancient predictions”: and, . 
all, the deſtruction of Jerusalem, and the 
dispersion of the Jews, whose existence and 
remarkable situation continues a kind of 
standing miracle to this very day; makes it 
evident to every candid enquirer, that there 
is the greatest reason to believe the books of 
the Old and New Testament to be the word 
of that God, who“ declareth the end from 
GE; the beginning, and from ancient times the 
9 ings that are not yet done?*. 2, icy. 


But e hs Pe: evidences of 


Christianity, 1s there not great satisfaction to 
be obtained by considering the very sublime 
and suitable language used in the scriptures 
concerning GoD ? * The Bible alone intro- 
_ * duces the Governor of the universe speak- 
ing with that majesty, simplicity and autho- 


* rity which become him, and promulgating 


s and ordinances that are worthy of him, 


* The place in which Babylon stood is now so desolated 
t there is no vestige whatever of the city 3 and Tyre is lite- 
y nothing more than a place where fishermen spread their 
nets —See that very useful and judicious work vey News 
ton's Dissertations on the Prophecies. 


2 Isa, xlyi, 20, 
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5 ad which, if km , . to a 
universal happiness of mankind.” Let us 
contrast the august descriptions of God con- 
tained in Isaiah, and many passages of the 
Psalms and Prophets, with the low, gross, ab- 
surd ideas entertained by some of the finest 
pagan writers respecting their deities; and 
determine which is most agreeable to truth 
and reason. Let us compare also the pre- 
cepts of Christ and his apostles with the mo- 
rality of the gentile philosophers, and consider 
which would most conduce to rectify the mi) 
series of this disordered world. That benign 
command of our Saviour to“ do unto all 
men as we would they should do unto us, 
extends far beyond the most refined and ex- 


alted virtue of the heathen world, which 1 


best Was ne and selfish. 


Among many abs the eee of Grooge 
and Rome it is true we find much said of self. 
denial, contempt of sensual pleasures, public 


spirit, and patriotic zeal; but we learn no- 


thing of humility, meekness, forgiveness of 
injuries, and universal philanthropy, The. 
e three 
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10 THE IMPORTANCE OF err, h 


r e La, Res — — 


three fond of A were eyen aeg mean 
and contemptible, and the hs was so much 
disregarded, that in Cicero's Offices, the best 
| | system of pagan ethicks, there is little mention 
[Fi made of the duty of succouring the afflicted 

| and providing for the indigent; at least, from 
truly benevolent and disinterested motives, 
1 Nor does it appear, that among all the publick 
= splendid edifices for which the city of Rome 
1 was famed, there were any of those structures 
4 for the reception of the destitute and diseased 
with which our metropolis happily abounds *, 


If it be objected, that however convine- 
ing the evidences may be, the Christian reli- 


hend, and therefore are not bound to believe, 
what does this prove, but that man is too proud 
to submit his understanding to the Almighty 
who created him? and that, though indispu- 
= tably surrounded with mysteries and miracles, 


4 | and utterly unable to explain the formation of 
1 the meanest plant, he is so arrogant and un- 


reasonable as to require a religion without 
= See Milner's Eccl, Hist. vol. i. p. 554. | 


gion contains mysteries we cannot compre- 
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1 


mystery; and to think that a Being, who is in 
himself and in all his works perfectly incom- 
prehensible, should give him a revelation, the 
whole of which his feeble and limited capa- 
city might be able clearly to comprehend! 


But some, whose objections assume a more 
modest garb, declare that the difficulty they 
find in receiving the sacred scripture, arises 
from a consideration of the extreme insignifi- 
cance of the human race compared with the 
universe at large. Hence they conceive it 


improbable that God should so wonderfully 


notice such atoms in the creation, as to give 
his Son for their redemption; and so far are 
some misled by this supposed humility, as to 


doubt whether the Governor of the universe 


vouchsafes in the least to notice the affairs of 
men: as if He whose wisdom, power and 
goodness are so illustriously displayed even 
in the lowest works of creation, should deem 


it derogatory to his glory, or a deduction to 


his felicity, to make his creatures the objects 


of his care! How far more endezring and 


even sublime, is the idea given us in the scrip- 
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„% run IMPORTANCE or ABVBLATION. | 


ture, 2 5 1 very U haigg of. our; e are 
«, numbered, and that not a sparrow * 
to the ed e 5 nate; ak oo 
Wick reqpect 1 to the cated — 5 
human species in comparison with the uni- 


verse at large, we are certainly very incom- 


petent to decide. But must we not allow that 
Gad's condescension and goodness to us are 
magnified in proportion to our meanness and 
demerit? and may we not reasonably con- 
elude, that by the whole plan of redemption 


the Almighty meant to display his glorious 
perfections to all created intelligences! as the 


apostle seems to intimate when he says to 

„the intent that now unto the principalities 

% and powers in heavenly places might be 

* known by the church the manifold wisdom 
of God.“ 


„ ien Wem it can be bnibciezsly 
proved that the Scriptures are divinely in- 
spired, let us not dare to object to the truths 


they reveal, because they are above our com- 


1 Matt, z. 29, 6. 2 Ephes. ili. 10. 
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prehension ; for as the heavens are higher 
e than the earth, so are his ways higher 
„ than our ways, and his — than our 
„Thoughts“. e 

But the objections of unbelievers, if traced 
to their proper source, will in general appear 
to be the offspring of pride : the exercise of 
genuine humility rather consists in submit- 
ting our reason to the testimony of God in 
that simple child-like spirit inculcated by our 
Redeemer, ** Verily I say unto you, whoso- 
ever shall not receive the kingdom of God 
* as a little child, Shall in no wise enter 
9 e * 


n love, 
And not proud reason, keeps the door of heaven. 
Not deeply to discern, not much to know, 
Mankind was born to wonder and adore.“ 

| f YOUNG. 
2 128i. ly, 9. * Luke vi. 7 
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- Remarks on the doctrines of revelation. 
Tu x limits of this little work will not admit 
of further arguments in proof of the truth of 
our religion, which the sincere and diligent 
enquirer may see at large, in publications that 
treat expressly on the subject. Neither is 
it deemed requisite for the present purpose; 
since, as it has been before hinted, the indif- 
ference or dislike, which men evince for re- 
velation, arises in general far more from. the 

State of the heart, than from any deficiency 
of information. 

For by those, who do at all pretend to re- 

ceive the Bible as a revelation from God, it 
must certainly be thought reasonable and ne- 
cessary to abide by the doctrines, and obey the 


'T Lejand on the Deistical Writers. Doddridge's Sermons on 
the Evidences of the Goſpel, Paley's Evidences. 
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precepts it contains; agreeably to the words 


of the apostle, who tells us that“ all scrip- 
« ture is given by inspiration of God.“ Now 
it is certain, that most of these doctrines are 


as opposite to the opinions we naturally em- 


brace, as the precepts are disagreeable to our 
inclinations, and contrary to our pursuits. 


What for instance can be more offensive to 


our self-complacency, than the doctrine of 
human depravity, and our universal apostacy 
from God ꝰ what more repugnant tb the fan- 
cied dignity of our nature, than those passages 
of scripture which declare ** that the imagi- 


nation of man's heart is evil from his 
% youth r: that © the heart is deceitful. above | 
all things, and desperately wicked ;“ and 


that . out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
„Ac?“ whereas, so little do we know our own 
characters, that it is common for us all to 


think ourselves naturally. well disposed, and 
to say of many a one, who not only neglects 


his duty to God, but violates almost every 
moral obligation to his neighbour, that, with 


>. Gen. vin 214. 2: Jer II. 9. Matt. xv. 19. 
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all his ds poor man! he bas upon the whole 


a very Bw heart !1 


os: dene woutbelinn woe ths 


human mind is at first, but as a sheet of blank - 


paper, alike susceptible of good, or evil im- 
pressions. But though this indeed is true 
respecting innate ideas, it does not necessarily 
follow, that it muſt be so too of innate pro- 
pen cities. Alas! do not facts too plainly prove 
the contrary? We shall still find that whe- 
ther men be natives of Athens, Rome, Paris, 
or Hindostan, they are in a great measure en- 
glaved by the same selfish principles; and 
prove the executioners and tormentors of each 
other. No sooner does the infant mind begin 
to dawn, than the seeds of evil begin to spring 


up; and anger, envy, pride and perverseness 


require the timely hand of correction and re- 
straint to prevent the most dangerous conse- 
quences. And how is this to be accounted 


for, and whence is it, that so vast a proportion 


of moral evil universally prevails, if the heart 
of man be equally inclined to what is good? 


/\ 
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The scriptures alone afford us any elucida- 
tion of this truth; a truth, which though ac- 


knowledged by many of the greatest men both 


of ancient and modern times, has never in 
any other way been satisfactorily accounted 
for. Proud infidelity may indeed object to 
the simple narrative contained in the word of 
God; and pretend to oppose insurmountable 


dificulties to the plain declarations of the 


inspired writers. But then, these difficulties 
are equally inexplicable on every other plan; 
since the first entrance and existence of moral 
and physical evil can no more be accounted 
for by the Deist than by the Christian. Nor 
are such investigations at all suited to our ca- 


pacities. St. Paul tells us, that through one 


man sin entered into the world, and death 


„by sin, and so death passed upon all men 
for that all have sinned Facts fully prove 
the mournful assertion. The earth is filled | 


with various miseries, the very existence of 

which declare, that there must be in sin a far 

greater evil, than, from ignorance of the holy 

character of God, and our various obligations 
0 Rom. v. 12, 
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to him, we are apt to conceive. . And how 
ean we reply better, than in the words of the 
zame apostle O! the depths of the riches 


both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 


* how unsearchable are his judgments and his 
ways past finding out!“ n 


That all ede e are Sinners, ook have 


transgressed the law of perfect love to God 
and man, which was given as the condition of 


our obtaining eternal life, cannot surely be 
denied. Temporal death and all the train of 


evils, to which human nature is exposed, are 


the consequences of transgression, in this 
world; eternal death everlasting punishment, 


is threatened in that to come. And is it not 


ar more rational and becoming, for us to en- 
quire, how this awful doom may be averted, 
than presumptuously to argue against the jus- 


tice of God's dealings with his creatures, of 


which we are _ Wenne to Judge? 


Such a beautiful order and SHER sub- 
sists between the great and essential principles 
1 Rom. ri. 33. 
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of Dates ha where it is truly re- 
ceived and properly understood, each doctrine 
is clearly seen to be intimately connected 
with the rest, in a manner which could not 
be conceived on a superficial acquaintance 
with divine truth. For example, were the 
doctrine of human depravity, and the strict 
requirements of God's holy law, really felt 
and acknowledged ; the Saviour in whom we 
all profess to believe, could be na longer 
thought of with indifference, and almost dis- 
carded from modern pulpits; nor would the 
morality of Socrates and Plato be substituted 


for the divinity of St. Paul. For alas! why 


is this, but because men are ignorant of the 
great end for which the Son of God became 
incarnate; and unconscious how greatly they 
stand in need of the salvation which he died 


to purchase, and nn he 1 is now exalted to 
anne * | 


of LIE 


The condemnation to which we all are ex- 


posed by our innumerable offences against an 


infinitely just and holy God, cannot be averted 


by any obedience of our's; since our best 


. 
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een n 2 in every hits we. - Fall 


inconceivably short of the unerring rule by 


which we are to be judged. And yet, nothing 


less than perfect obedience is required of us 
for, say the apostles, cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things written in 
„ the book of the law to do them — and 
6 he that offendeth in one prone is guilty of 
t all,” But alas! instead of offending in 
one . « in many things we offend: all;“ 
and far from discharging, are continually aug- 
menting, the enormous debt we owe, Who 
will have the temerity to assert that he has 


never broken the commands of God in thought, 


word, or deed? Nay, who will venture to 
affirm that he can observe them without any 


deviation only for a single day? And yet, 


were it possible for us so to do, during the 
remainder of our lives, this could not be suf- 
ficient to atone for what is past, any more 
than the future good behaviour of a criminal, 
who had but in one 2nstance transgressed the 
laws of the land, could exculpate him from 
guilt; or than a person could discharge a 


4 Gal. iü. 10. > Jam. ii, 10. 


* Iv % 2 —— — r e 


debt 5 bad contracted, by ever Rug paying 
ready money for what * ne 


One great source of ab * this mate 
ter is, that men regard only the second table 
of the law; and think, if they do but out- 
wardly observe the duties: they owe their 


_ neighbours, their state is as safe as their cha- 
racter appears respectable. They forget that 


infidelity, self-exaltation, contempt or neglect 


of God, though not directly injurious to soci- 


ety, may, in the sight of the Almighty, be as 
heinous as the most scandalous immoralities. 
But if we impartially examine our on hearts, 
and consider the holiness of that God who is 
of purer eyes than to look upon iniquity,“ 
and the spirituality and extent of his law, 
which takes cognizance of the inmost desires 
and imaginations of the heart; we shall form 
a very different estimate of our characters. 
Let us call to mind only the vain and inco- 
herent thoughts that mix even with our reli- 
gious duties; the corrupt and selfish motives 
from which many of our most specious ac- 
tions spring; the numerous instances in which 
; | 
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we have den i third commandment, 
and used those awful words, 60D! LorD! 


CHRIST! in common conversation without 


once adverting to their sacred import. — Let 
us reflect on our frequent profanation of the 
$abbath, and the various emotions of pride, 
anger, envy and resentment, that have at dif- 
ferent times arisen in our minds, and which, 


though perhaps long since forgotten by us, 


are as present to God's all-seeing eye, as if 
they were this moment committed: and sure. 
ly we shall be constrained to say with the 
Psalmist, if thou Lord shouldest mark ini- 
1 quities, O Lord, who could stand?“ On 
zuch a review it must be obvious, that none 
of the sinful sons of men could find accept- 
ance with their Creator, if it were not for that 
stupendous love which appointed a . way, 
wherein mercy might be exercised consist- 
ently with justice, and guilt removed without 
the offender suffering condign punishment. 
If that Saviour, through whom alone peace 
and pardon can be obtained, had not come 
| down to earth and expired on the crass for 
our redemption. 
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The $acrifices under 8 old Ne 
dispensation were chiefly intended to typify 


and shadow forth this great design. The 


apostle- Als us that © without shedding of 


„ blood there is no remission ;“ and like wise 


| that * it is not possible that the blood of bulls 


4 and of goats should take away 8in *;? but 


that Christ was once offered to bear the zins 
« of many 3.” He was wounded for our 


« transgressions“ says the prophet, he was 
© bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement 


* of our peace was upon him, and with his 


6 $tripes' we are healed. All we like sheep 
©, have gone astray, and the Lord hath laid 
* on him the iniquity of us all*;” and in a 
correspondent passage St. Peter declares, that 
« he wore our zins in his own- 0 on whe 
tree 5, 


| The same prophet and apostles that speak 
thus strongly concerning the sufferings and 
humiliation of the Messiah, who stooped so 
low for the recovery of fallen man; abound 
also, with testimonies to the dignity of his 


1 Heb. u, 24. 2 Heb, x, 4. 3 Heb. 1y, 22, 
4 Isai. lili, 5, 6. 5 I Pet, it. 24. 
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character. Isaiah tells us even, that he was 
no less than the mighty God, the everlast- 
4 ing Father, the Prince of Peace: and St. 
John, that in the beginning was the Word 
«+ and the Word was with God and the Word 
* was God—by whom all things were made, 
„and without whom was not any thing made 
that was made. And can we suppose, 
that, as some assert, this divine Person“ whom 
all the angels of God worship 3,” exercised 
duch astonishing condescension for no other 
purpose, than to instruct us in moral duties, 
and to set us an example of holy obedience! 
Reason alone, might zuſſice to shew the ab- 
surdity of such an opinion; and revelation 
plainly declares, that this great event was de- 

signed for a far more important purpose. 
Through the mediation of Christ alone it is, 
that they who repent and believe the gospel 
can be restored to the favour of their offended 
Judge; while the punishment, being thus 
transferred from the criminal to so great and 
glorious a victim, affords a brighter display 
of God's holy abhorrence of sin, than would 

1 Jai, iz, 6. 2 John i. . 3. 3 Heb. i. 6. 
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—_— 


| 


have resulted from the — of the 
whole human race. And thus the character 
He gave of himself to his servant Moses is 
most strikingly illustrated: The Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suf. 

« fering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving ini- 
© quity, transgression, and sin, and that will 
* by no means clear the \ ang th 66 | 
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This OPER display of th divine per- 
fections, in the character and humiliation of 
the Saviour, was doubtless that which ren 
dered him so excellent in the eyes of apostles 
and primitive Christians; while to those, who 
feel little or nothing of their own guilt and 
danger, there appears no beauty or comeli- 
ness _ they should desire him.“ 
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It is certain that the doctrine of human 
depravity and our absolute need of a Media- 
tor, is of all others che most offensive to the 
pride and self sufficiency of our hearts; and 
therefore the atonement and intercession of 


1 Exod. xxxiv. 6. 
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RES SIC ERECT 


Christ were not more necessary to bring us 


into reconciliation with God, than are the [ 
influences of the Holy Ghost to convince. us ( 
of our true state and character, and to make $ 
us willing to accept of the salvation proposed I 
to us. It is only by divine grace that we are Y 
enabled. to exercise that genuine repentance, i 
which consists in unfeigned sorrow for sin, 5 
and abhorrence of every evil way: and that t 
living faith, which realizes invisible and t 
eternal things, and renounces all dependence a 
on ourselves, to rely entirely on the sacrifice a 
and merits of Jesus Christ; though at the d 
same time it is always productive of good 7 
works and heavenly tempers, which must be 8 
considered as the only indubitable evidence 
ol our sincerity. | 
c 5 = $1 
The scriptures throughout abound with = 
assertions to this effect; and the language of u 
our articles and church service strongly in- ir 
culcates our need of divine assistance, for the Ce 
attainment of any truly good and gracious dis- 
positions. But though many outwardly as- b 


Sent to this important truth, it 1s too often the a 
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custom to contradict in the pulpit What has 
been delivered in the desk. And after the 
congregation have just been confessing them- 
selves miserable sinners; imploring forgive- 
ness through the Lamb of God that taketh 
« away the sins of the world,“ and: begeech- 
ing God to cleanse the thoughts of their 
hearts by the inspiration of his Holy Spirit,” 
they will perhaps, hear much of moral recti- 
tude, the dignity. of human nature, and the 
ability we possess of rendering ourselves good 
and virtuous: and thus numbers go away un- 


der the impression that they are such, amiable 


meritorious persons, as need neither conver- 


sion, pardon, nor sanctification! 8. 13 


This is a melancholy and frequent delu- 
sion. And yet the nature of things, as well as 
the declaration of scripture, might convince 
us that a very material change must take place 


in our judgments and affections, before we 


can serve God in the way that He requires. 


We are told by Solomon, who had made 


ample trial of every earthly enjoyment, that 
F 2 
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„ Wisdom's ways are ways of pleasantness, 
and all her paths peace; and by the apos- 


tle John, that to those who love God“ his 


„ commandments are not grievous *.” But 
does this-indeed appear to be the sentiment of 


the most of those who are called Christians? 


In respect of such as are living in open viola- 
tion of moral duties, or altogether neglecting 
the outward forms of worship; there certainly 
can need little to prove, that if the Bible be 
right they must be wrong. But even with 


numbers whose conduct in society entitles 


chem to respect and esteem; the worship of 


God, if considered as somewhat necessary to 


their safety, is deemed wearisome and insipid, 


and that in which of all things they are per- 
| * most * to exceed. 5 


In almost every other cause than religion, 
in every other relation than that of man to 


his Creator, fervency of affection, fidelity, 
zeal, alacrity, and love are not only allowed 
but admired. Who ever complained of a 
person's being too grateful to his benefactor, 


1 Prov. iii. 17. 2 1 John * 3. 
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or too faithful to his friend? Ofa child that was 


too dutiful to his parent, or a patriot too de- 
voted to his country? And yet how com- 
mon is it to hear people censured for too 
much devotedness to their God! The Al- 
mighty, say they, does not expect such 
strictness, nor require so much of our time 


to be employed in his service; and if we do 


but perform our duties to our fellow crea- 
tures, it is of little moment what we think 
in matters of religion.“ As if our behaviour 


to our fellow worms were of more importance, 


than the disposition of our hearts towards the 
glorious Author of our being las if it were 
possible to love too much, or serve too dili- 


gently, Him, who is infinitely wise and good, 


and who hath this claim above all on our af- 
fections—that © he sent his Son to be the 


„ propitiation for our sins *!” Surely, as the 


poet observes, 


On such a theme 'twere impious to be calm, 


Passion is reason, transport temper here.” 
385 ; YOUNG, 


1 x John iv. 10, 
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But to him, as an admired writer of the pre- 
sent day observes, who acts from the nobler 
* motives of love, and the animating power of 
© the christian hope, the exercise is the re- 
ward, the permission the privilege, and the 
work the wages. He does not carve out 
some miserable pleasure, and stipulate for 
some meagre diversion to pay himself for the 
hard performance of his duty, who, in that 
very performance experiences the highest 
pleasure, and feels the truest gratification of 
* which his nature is capable And surely, 
whatever men may think, no services, that 
spring from any other source than this, can be 
at all acceptable to that God, who requires us 
to give him our hearts; and in whose sight 
many of those actions, which are admirable in 
the world's esteem, being performed from 
corrupt and selfish motives, appear no better 
than splendid Sins. 


We should perhaps be highly offended with 
any one, who expressed a doubt of our loving 


God. But let us beware of self deception on 


x Miss H. More 
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this most important subject; and consider 
how little we should value the services of a 
child or domestick, however frequent and assi- 
duous, (a recommendation not now very com- 
mon in religious worship) did we know at the 
zame time, that he looked forward with impa- 
tience to the hour that would emancipate him 
from these duties; and that he returned to 


n 
Svc penn ly — — 


them with reluctance and 8 ee . 


The felicity of heaven is represented, as 
consisting in the continual service of God 
and in the society of holy angelick spirits. 


— * * 
— * B 
9 * 8 


| 
And can it be doubted that a great revolution | 9 
must take place in the minds of most men, to a 
fit them for the enjoyment of a state like this? 1 
| Can it be supposed, that they who seek for 12 
L happiness in earthly pursuits, would be de- 1:4 | 
r lighted with such employment and society ? 11 
or that those who have hitherto said of the 4 
Lord's day, © what a weariness it is!“ would 
h rejoice to keep an eternal sabbath in heaven? 
g It is true indeed that we all naturally desire 
n exemption from suffering, and must be pleas« 


ed with the thoughts of eternal felicity; but 
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then every one will imagine a heaven adapted 
to his prevailing inclination. The ambitious 
will amuse himself with ideas of splendour 
and exaltation; the dissipated and licentious 
would, with Mahomet, desire a paradise re- 
plete with the gratifications of sense; and the 
philosophick, perhaps with peculiar self com- 
placency, and proud contempt of the former, 


ted from the narrow limits by which he is 
now confined, he shall range without re- 
straint through the unbounded fields of sci- 
ence, and be continually making new acqui- 
Sitions in the discovery of truth. The weight 
of misery and oppression too, under which 
numbers groan, may extort a sigh for that 
land, where the © wicked cease from trou- 
bling and the weary are at rest.“ But the 
Christian only, taught by divine grace to see 
the vanity and insufficiency of all sublunary 
enjoyments, the glory of the divine perfec- 
tions, and the beauty of holiness, realty desires 
the heaven described in the scripture, for what 
it is in its own nature; and conceives aright 


4 


ill look forward to a state where, emancipa- 
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of the ap hes is to be found in the 
presence and service of God. 


# 


Hence it is said by Him who cannot err, 
« Unless ye be converted, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of God“: that is, un- 
less an entire change be produced in our dis- 
positions and affections here, we cannot be 
fitted for that blissful state hereafter. The 
unlimited exercise of evil pass ions is alone 


sufficient to render the subjects of them mi- 
serable; and we find that even in this life, 
where men are under various restraints of 


education and human laws which will not ex- 
ist in another world, n is the chief source 
of the miseries with which the earth abounds. 
In the breast where pride, resentment, and 
ambition harbour, peace will never dwelt. 
Heaven itself could not afford felicity to an 
unholy heart ; while on the contrary, virtue 
may be deemed its own reward in another 


sense than is commonly intended: for besides 


that complacency which naturally arises from 
the consciousness of doing right; the very 


Matt. xviii. z. 
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exercise of holy affections—love to God, be- 
nevolence to man, humility, meekness, pa- 
tience, forgiveness— is inseparably connected 


with inward tranquillity, being, as it were, 


the very health of the soul. Is it not then, 
our obvious duty, and our highest interest, to 
implore the aid of that divine Spirit, who is 
graciously promised to all who ask for Him; 
to subdue our evil propensities, to teach us 
the knowledge of God and of ourselves; and 
to create in us a real taste for those sublime 
and refined enjoyments, which will not only 
be the portion of sincere Christians in a fu- 
ture state, but are in some measure to be ex- 
perienced while here on earth? 


Wee are baptized into the sacred name of the 
FATHER, the sox, and the HOLY GHOST, 
But, it is to be feared, according to the reli- 
gion most prevalent in the present day, that 
the character and offices of the Son and of the 
Spirit are almost entirely neglected and over- 


looked; and this, by persons who do not 
avowedly deny the deity of either. It was far 


I Luke Xl. 13. 
* 


13 
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otherwise with the primitive Christians,— 
While we: find the disciples of old, often ex- 
pressing fheir-gratitude to God the Father for 
having provided the way of salvation, we may 
observe them also declaring their reliance on 
the atonement and merits of the Son, with a 
high sense of his love and condescension::— 
* unto Him that loved us and washed us from 
„our sins in his own blood and hath made us 
* kings and priests unto God and his Father; 
—* unto Him be glory and dominion for 
* ever*.” —And their dependence on the 
Holy Spirit as the Author of all grace and con- 
solation: The _ helpeth our infirmi- 
e ties, for we know not what to pray for as 
e ought, but the Spirit itself maketh inter- 
e cession for us.” © Now the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
that ye may abound in hope through the 
„power of the Holy Ghost*.” These, with 
other instances, too numerous to adduce, may 
suffice to shew the ideas that were entertained 
in the apostles' days on this momentous sub- 
ject.” Y | 
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* 58 no one deem it a a matter of — 
what he thinks on so important à part of di- 
vine truth. If che infinite God has indeed 
vouchsafed to give us a revelation of himself, 
He most certainly requires us to receive his 
testimony with submission and simplicity. 
And it cannot reasonably be supposed, that, 
when we are favoured with every means of 
instruction, the Almighty will accept the wor- 
Ship which is offered up to Him under a no- 


tion of his character and attributes, that is 


essentially erroneous. This is not to adore 
the God of the Bible, but a being formed by 
our on imagination: and we are told that 
& all men should honour. the Son, even as 
% they, honour the Father :;” and, that who- 
% $0ever denieth the Son, the « Same hath not 
6 I Aer“. = 


— 3 Wa new i we 56 the 
«ame divine attributes of omnipresence, . om- 


niscience, and almighty power ascribed to the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; the 


same supreme love and obedience required 


ohn x. 23. 2 1 John i. 23. 
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from us by Jesus Christ, as is declared to be 
due to God alone. And therefore it must 
certainly be inferred that not only are we, in 
order to our acceptance, bound to acknow- 


ledge this important mystery; but really to 


glorify God —as Father, Son, and Spirit, by 
our habitual dependence on each, in the great 
concern of our salvation; and by constantly 


living to the praise of this meomprehensible 
Being, to whom we are , such Rd 


sible obligations. 
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CHAPTER V. 
- The genuine tendency of Cristian principles. 


Tos E principles, which are really received 
into our hearts, have an inseparable effect on 
the actions and conduct of our lives. And 
thus we see in general, that the religion of 
most nominal Christians in the present age 
differs from that of ancient believers, as wide- 
ly in practice as in doctrine. 


But what then, it may be said, are the ef- 
fects, which would result from a reception of 
the principles that have been hinted at? 
What would be the consequence of a person's 

decidedly engaging in a religious course of 
life, from a deep conviction of the vanity and 
emptiness of all earthly enjoyments, and a 
serious concern for the safety of that inva- 


de 


8 
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luable treasure his immortal soul; which must 


be either supremely happy, or inconceivably 


wretched to all eternity? Would he not be 


rendered melancholy, sullen, and morose ? 


Would he not become indifferent to the in- 


terests of his fellow. creatures, and to the ob- 


ligations and endearments of relative life? 
And above all, if convinced of his own de- 


merit, and his utter inability to atone for his 
sins, and to procure acceptance with God by 


any of his own performances, would he not, 
thus wholly depending on the sacrifice and 
merits of his Mediator, become regardless of 
his conduct, and walk even with less upright- 
ness and Wreummpasion than deſore "if 

Such indeed are the fatal mh that 
men may draw from divine truth, as some 


noxious insects will collect poison from the 


sweetest flowers. But though religion hath 


her counterfeits, and, sad to say! there are 


not wanting many whose hypocrisy and in- 

consistency disgrace her; yet far different in- 

deed will be the effect produced on 050 who 
8 
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are pay 5 God himself to . receive : the 
truth in love.“ 1 


Wees see this 8 our ol blessed Lord 
for instance, after relinquishing all the com- 
forts and interests of this life. for a state of 
poverty, contempt, and persecution, the most 
chearful and contented of mankind: ** sorrow- 
ful, yet always rejoicing ; poor, yet mak- 
« ing many rich; having nothing, and yet 
««. possessing all things. We behold them, 


while they entertained the sincerest abhor- 


rence for sin, like their.divine master touched 
with the tenderest compassion for sinners; 
sympathizing with the sufferings of others; 
and as active and self-denying in benevolent 
exettions for the welfare of mankind, as ever 


was an Alexander or a Cæsar to establish his 


fame on the ruin of e fellow crea- 
tures. | | | 


1 Nor are these illustrious instances confined 
to the remote ages of antiquity. Even the 
present day can afford us many bright exam - 


1 2 Cor. vi. 10. 


1 
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ples of the power and excellency of the reli- 


gion of Jesus Christ. It is by no means 


designed here to contend in the least degree 
for any particular sect or party; but to ob- 


serve, that whenever pure and genuine Chris- 
tianity is received into the heart, it produces 
such salutary and blessed effects, as no other. 
system ever did. Many great and useful ac- 
tions have been performed in the world, which 
have excited the admiration of mankind, and 
afforded ample subjects for the panegyricks of 
poets and historians: many moralists and Phi- 
losophers have made high pretensions to vir- 
tue and contentment :—but it is the religion 
of the Bible alone, that brings solid and last- 


ing peace into the soul, and purifies the inmost 
dispositions of the heart. It is this alone, 


however it may pass unnoticed, or be despised 
by those, who deem humzlity meanness and 
hiety enthusiasm, that is truly amiable and 
lovely, and will admit of the closest exami- 
nation. The work of grace, in this respect, 
resembles the works of creation: — as the most 


curious and beautiful productions of human 


ingenuity, when viewed through the micros- 
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copick glass,will not bear comparison with the 

simplest flower; so, could we discern the se- 
cret springs of action by which men are in- 
fuenced, and trace them in all their most 
retired situations; we should perceive the 
greatest hero or moralist that ever lived. fall 
unspeakably below the meanest Christian 


F In vain do we wh for A in the 
world, We shall never find it out of the | 


school of Christ. Here genuine peace in- 
deed resides. Not because the disciples of 
Jesus are endowed with more external advan- 
tages, or are more exempted from sufferings 
and disappointments than others; (for they 
have often a larger share of them ;) but, be- 
cause * humility is the parent of contentment ;' 
and that he who has been led to see his desert 


of God's displeasure, and at the same time is 


possessed of a lively hope in his mercy 


through the merits and mediation of his Re- 


deemer, will not be apt to murmur at the 
dispensations of Providence, and to think 
himself hardly dealt by, when he sees num- 
bers all around, no worse by nature than him- 


Zr! ² •“ĩĩĩͤ ̃² “ “Ü n. > EY 
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self, enduring many evils from which he is 
exempt, and devoid of various comforts which 
he enjoys. Rather like the patriarch Jacob, 
he will be ready to say, I am not worthy 
I of the least of all the mercies and of all the 
truth which thou hast shewn unto thy ser- 
« yant*.” The consideration too of the Re- 


deemer's example will have a powerful effect, 


to reconcile his servant to a life of hardship, 
poverty, or contempt. While he contem- 
plates the LORD OF GLORY, born in a sta- 
ble—lying in a manger—at one time enduring 
hunger, thirst, and weariness—at another, 
making a thankful repast on me coarse bar- 
ley bread and a few small fishes—he will see 
how ill it becomes the Christian to desire the 
honours and luxuries of life; and thus learn, 
with the Apostle, © in whatever state ww ty 
bi nnn to be contentꝰ. * 


And should it even Reb the Father "of 
mercies to visit his friends and followers with 


the heaviest afflictions; the recollection, that 


all” events are under the disposal of infinite 


1 Gen, Xxxil. 10. 2 Phil. iv, 11. 
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wisdom and goodness, will repress the ris- 
ing murmur, and diffuse a delightful calm 
through the soul, far superior to the exulta- 
tion chat arises from earthly prosperity. Even 


in these days, the consolations of religion are 
sometimes seen to raise the greatest sufferers 


above all their temporal afflictions; and to 


make them triumph, when human nature un- 


supported would sink into dejection or de- 


spair. 


Who but the Christian for instance, can 


look with stedfastness and serenity, nay, often | 


with joy and gladness, on the approach of 
that solemn hour, which will not only sepa- 


rate him from the most loved earthly scenes 
and companions; but convey his spirit to an 


untried, unchangeable state, and bring him 
into the awful presence of an infinitely great 
and holy God ? Infidelity will indeed some- 


times, though seldom, steel the heart against 


such important considerations ; and the la- 
mentable ignorance, in which most men live, 
both of God and of themselyes, may draw a 
veil over these tremendous scenes, and soothe 


or CURISTIAN' PRINCIPLES, 69 


them into a fatal stupor and security. But 


it is the sincere disciple of Christ alone, who, 
at the same time that he impartially reviews 
his whole conduct, and sees sin in all it's ma- 
lignity and awful consequences, can resign 
his soul, with the most perfect composure 
and a hope full of immortality, into the hand 
of Him who made it. 


Ves rb experience of many * 
proves, that while the dwellings of pomp and 


magnificence have been, for the most part, 
habitations of vexation and discontent ;' reli» 


gion has often filled with brightness the dark» - 
est dungeon, and enabled her followers ta 


rejoice amid torments and at the stake! 


But the ha effects of eine W e are 
not confined merely to the possessor, In 
some measure, as far as permitted, their be- 
nign influence is extended to all who come 


within their reach. The Christian, happy 


in himself, is desirous that all mankind should 
participate the mercies he enjoys; and ens 


deavours, as far as possible, to promote that 
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important object. Hence we see some pow- 
erfully impelled by the most disinterested 
benevolence and philanthropy, to visit re- 
mote and barbarous climes, foregoing all the 
comforts of domestick life; while others labour 
with unwearied diligence, and devote the 
greatest part of their property, to spread the 


knowledge of divine truth in the regions of 
heathenism and superstition, and to relieve - 


the wants and miseries of their fellow crea- 
tures. And those, who have neither 'oppor- 
tunity nor ability for such signal and extra- 
ordinary services, will be aiming in the more 
private walks of life, by an amiable deport- 
ment and a constant endeavour after useful - 
ness, to adorn the gospel; and as much as 
possible to follow His example, whose delight 


* 


it was, continually to be going about doing 


| good. 


And yet, after the most assiduous endea- 
vours to glorify God and do good to man, the 
disciple of Christ will be far from valuing 
himself on the services he has performed. On 
the contrary, considering how imperfectly he 
fulfils the duties enjoined him, and what ina- 
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dequate returns he makes for the inestimable 
blessings he has received; he will avert his 
eyes from 5elf: or, beholding only repeated 

cause {for gratitude and humiliation, will be 

ready, with a contrite and adoring spirit, to 
fall down at the feet of his Redeemer, still 
saying God be merciful to me, a sinner |” 


Much more might be said to prove that no 
system has ever yet existed, capable of pro- 
ducing 80 much happiness, and so much vir- 
tue, as the doctrines and precepts of Chris- 
tianity: but this must for the present suffice. | 
—Would prejudice permit us to make the | 
enquiry, or did self- interest prompt us to the 
search, many characters might be found, pro- 
bably in all the various orders of society, who 
would prove, far more powerfully than the 
feeble testimony of words, the truth of what 
has been asserted. The following chapter, 
however, will contain a striking instance of 
the happy change, that is sometimes produced 
by divine grace on the minds of the gay and 
unbelieving, and the salutary effects that arise 


from a sincere reception of *the truth as it is 
in Jesus.“ e 
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Ma. 7 is a e a a aha 
family and genteel fortune. His understand- 
ing 35, good, his external. deportment engag- 
ing, his natural temper such as the world 
usually calls generous and humane. But, 
"owing in a great measure to the ill effects. of a 
mistaken education, and the dissipated asso- 
ciates of his youth ; he unhappily acquired at 
an early period, a contempt for revealed reli- 
gar a taste for che enn bed cf 

the: e- . 


* 2 4% Fi 
0 Rp he time e that Mr. F— 8 the 
Possession of his estate, he married a very 
amiable, and sensible woman; who not long 


after their union. bepame erp nn. 
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of the importance of a religious life, and was. 
led to seek her happiness in sublimer plea- 
sures than any which this world can afford. 


It was no small concern to Mrs. F. to see 
her beloved partner far from peace, almost a 
stranger to domestick comfort, and eagerly 
pursuing a good he could not attain, amid all 
the gay and dissipated amusements, that folly 


can suggest, or fashion sanction. In vain did 


she uniformly endeavour, by the most oblig· 
ing assiduities and endearing manners, to al- 
lure him to a more rational course of liſe. 


Though his behaviour to her was by no means 
marked with unkindness or asperity, the prin» 


ciples he had imbibed, and the habits he had 
contracted, rendered him so insensible to her 
affectionate remonstrances; that had not a 


superior power interposed, she might have 
continued all her days to mourn in secret, an 


affliction which it required nothing less than 


the comforts of true religion to support,— 
Sometimes indeed, when occasion required, 


Mrs. F— would bear her testimony against 


error and profancness ; = or now and r f 


2, 


— 0 0 
8 8 


2288 
„ 


* 
— * 
— 


4 mug > * 
r r 


1 
— g 


3 A HAPPY FAMILY, / 


when a very suitable opportunity occurred, 
S ghe would venture, with becoming modesty 
and gentleness, to expatiate on the excellency 


and importance of divine truth, and tenderly 
remonstrate with her huſband pn his indiffer- 
ence” to the things that belonged to his 


* eternal peace.” But if, in some favoured 


moments, she obtained a patient hearing, and 


excited- a transient conviction ; he, for the 
most part, treated the doctrines of the gospel 


with supercilious contempt; and rested satis- 
_ fied in the persuasion, that, , there were a fu- 


ture state of existence, his own merits would 
fully ensure his felicity. Mr. F. was bowev- 
er almost as little remarkable for beneficence 


to his fellow creatures, as for attention to the 
duties he owed to his Creator. For though 
the dissipated and extravagant may sometimes 


drop a tear over the tale of misery, and make 


high pretensions to generosity; it is seldom 
eithet in the power or the disposition of such 
characters to act like genuine philanthropists. 
The meekness and long suffering inculcated 


by the scriptures, (the happy effects of which 
this gentleman both felt and acknowledged in 
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his wife 5 eee to him little better . 


meanness of spirit and narrowness of mind. 
In his opinion, ambition and resentment were 
some of the noblest qualities of the soul; and 
the firmness of the Stoicks was far superior 


to the humility of Jesus Christ: though it 


was by no means unusual for him to feel ex- 
tremely mortified by the most trivial disap- 


pointment, and to have his temper e 


ruffled * ng EE W T 


[ 


One evening when Mr. F— was returning 


on horseback fromN N races, after 


| drinking rather freely with some of his gay 


companions, (a vice he was not generally 
addicted to,) his horse zuddenly took fright; 
and he, not being well able to manage him, 
was thrown with great violence to the ground, 5 
and received a e contusion in his 2 
head. | — * | 4 


He . brought home senseless, in whilh- 
Situation he continued some days, while his 


recovery appeared extremely doubtful; till 
at tis the Violence olf the fever having 4 
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zubsided, he gradually recovered the exercise 
of his rgason.. No sooner was he restored to 
the use of this invaluable talent, than awak- 
ing, as it were, from a dream of fatal secu· 


rity, he became sensible to all the dangers of 


his situation. A variety of distressing consi- 
derations pressed upon his mind, which for a 
time he endeavoured to conceal : till at length, 
unable longer to keep silence, he resolved to 
disclose the anguish that he felt, to his amiable 
and afflicted wife. On Mrs. F—'s coming 


to his bed- side My dearest EMMA, said he, 
fixing his eyes which were full of tears ear- 


nestly upon her, What a melancholy state 
has this sad accident reduced me to! This 
* very. day week was spent in the height of 
* festivity, and now, I am laid upon this sick 
* bed !—perhaps I shall never rise from it 
« more Oh! I cannot tell you how: vain 
Wu and worthless all those things now appear to 
me, which then engrossed my attention, My 
„life I fear has been spent in a way neither 
* acceptable to my Creator, nor beneficial to 
. my fellow creatures—in a few days more, 
perhaps it will be at an end; and then 


— 
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8 tiles am I ee Oh! 1 deen not 


and scarcely dare to think. If the things 1 


have often heard from you be true, what an 
account shall I have to give of mis spent 
time and abused talents! Ves! if the Bible 
be indeed the word of God, I am undone 
for ever. I have neglected and despised 
* the bless ings it reveals; I have preferred a 


© few. short years of vain unsatisfying plea- | 


* sures, to a state of everlasting happiness. 


Though I always endeavoured to suppress 


* it, I s0metimes thought of these things when 


in health, for I was then far from being 


* truly happy: but now, that I seem on the 


borders of the grave, words cannot express 


* to you the view I have of eternity. My 
soul, EMMA, clings to life :—methinks. I 


would give worlds if I had them, for time 
to search into these subjects, which I have 
* hitherto so shamefully neglected; and to seek 


* the favour of that God, whom 1 have of- 

fended by my vain, irreligious life. Oh! 

* how dreadful is the least degree of uncer- 

tainty, when our eternal interest is at stake! 

4 am now little able to make enquiry after 
H 3 | 
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{Goh wad many more, were AY vitier: re- 
3 Seakions that arose in Mr. F—'s mind while 
conſined to a bed of sickness. His affection- 
ate partner rejoiced, even in the midst of her 
_ affliction, to find him impressed with a proper 
sense of his alarming situation; the danger of 
which, whatever anguish might result from 


the discovery, regard to his eternal welfare 


did not permit her to conceal. But she 


would have felt still more satisfaction at the 


sentiments he expressed, had she not known 
many mournful instances of persons in simi- 
lar circumstances, who, on recovery to health, 


became more een and * than 


before. 


. dec God Helga ö from widben all 
+; holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
* works do proceed,” to complete the happy 
change he had begun. A long and dangerous 


illness afforded Mr. F— much time for re- 
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flection; he considered carefully his past 
life, and looked forward to that which was 
to come. When the first alarms of his con- 
science, and the tumult of his thoughts sub- 
sided, he made it his business to examine di- 
ligently into the authenticity of tevelation: 


and after he was satisfied on that important 


point, he daily searched the seriptures, with 
earnest prayer to God for the teaching of his 
Spirit, that he might be instructed in the real 
meaning of the inspired writers. Being at 
- length fully persuaded in his on mind, he 
determined, by the assistance of divine grace, 
that if his life were spared, it should be spent 
in à far different manner than it formerly had 
been; a resolution he was ever after enabled 
to maintain. As divine truth opened to his 
view, and he was led to contemplate the aw- 


ful holiness of God's character, and his stu- 


pendous mercy and condescension in the work 
of redemption, his heart often glowed with 
delightful affections.— Hope took place of 
fear; and the more he saw of his own deme- 
rit, and the evil of his former conduct, the 
more he was filled with love and admiration 
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of the 9 We: gave nl, to . a 


sacrifice for the sins of ungrateful and rebel. 


lious man. In short, every thing wore a new 
aspect to him: his preservation, and his re- 


covery from so dangerous an accident, the 


kindness and attention of those around him, 


and the many providential blessings he en- 


joyed all afforded him matter of praise and 
thank fulness. And he found so many sources 
of peace and consolation, that i in his sick room 


he felt more genuine happiness and content- 


ment, than he had experienced all his life be- 


The great alteration that had taken place 
in this gentleman's sentiments and disposi- 


tion, it may readily be supposed, produced a 
correspondent effect on all his future conduct: 


and Mrs. F—, whose supreme desire it was, 
to live in every respect consistently with the 


character and profession oſ a Christian, had 


no the inexpressible satisfaction to see her 
husband concurring in her designs; and on 
his recovery to health, devising with her such 
a plan of life, as might conduce as much as 
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_"_ to glory n 0 benefi bis fellow 
e 1 
In 3 to this, Mr. F— did not deem it 
requisite wholly to withdraw from publick 
scenes, and to spend the remainder of his days 
in useless solitude. He recollected that nei - 
ther the examples nor precepts in the new 
Testament favour a state of seclusion from 
mankind ; but that on the (contrary, while 
conformity to the world is strietly prohibited, 
we are commanded . so to let our light shine 
* before men, that they may see our good 
* works and glorify « our F her which i is in 

$6. heaven „ . 


At the same time therefore, that this ex- 
emplary character, superior to the contemp- 
tuous sneers of the profane and dissipated. 
determined to break with most of his former 
acquaintance, and no longer to suffer himself 
to be enslaved with fashions and maxims, that 
both his reason and his religion disapproved; 
he nn a: ee Nn and 


t Matt. v. 16. 
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| . and ed th. rer just 0 in 

much, as his Situation in life required gee al 

der him yeeſul to a a | Fes 

| heed arts al 

| | To 1 this 1 in his Mir 4 ca. .M. 
| pacity, for he several years filled up an im- B 
| portant station in the community) —to point pi 
1 out the disinterested benevolence and unshak- pl 
| en integrity. which Stamped his actions, and be 
| rendered him superior to the interests of a he 
| party, would exceed the limits of this little | te 
| work. It will better suit the present purpose, n 
to consider him in his more retired and do: er 

mestick life; and to observe the happy ef- — 

fects, which, even in this world, are to be | pl 
deerived from genuine Christianity. ” 

i\ . Without enterinMinto an examination of | de 
_ the ill effects of fashionable amusements, == 
| which dissipate the mind, and render it unfit | pr 
even for the common scenes of life, much pe 

more for the duties and comforts of religion SP 

it may easily be. conceived that persons, of to 

the sentiments and dispositions Which have 4 


been described, could find little satisfaction 9 


in such enjoyments. Mr. and Mrs. F— bad 3 
already too well made the experiment, not to 
feel that these pleasures are nothing worth. 
and at best cannot be deemed more rational 
than the toys and diversions of children. 
Books conversation the society of a Key 
pious and judicious friends natural philoso- 
phy, and rural recreations, fill up their leisure 
hour s; time never hangs heavy on their 
hands: for as they are convinced that discon- 
tent is the certain offspring of indolence, incli- 
nation, as well as duty, daily prompts them to 
employ their talents in something that may be 
useful to themselves and others. Few peo- 
ple,“ say they, have any idea of the good 
that might be done, and the satisfaction that 
would be felt, by a constant endeavour to re- 
deem those moments, which are wasted in 
indolence and trifling. It is the delight and 
privilege of the Christian, to consecrate his 
powers to Cod: he emulates thosé blessed 
spirits, Who like“ flames of fire” are prompt 
to execute their Creator's will, and who 
delight to do his commandments, hearken- 
ing to the voice of his werd.“ He reflects 
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on the numbers Who are incapacitated, by 


disease and various other calamities, from en- 


gaging in any active service; and thanks the 


_ gracivus Author of all his, mercies, for the 
exercise of reason, and the enjoyment of those 


powers which he can employ for the welfare 
of mankind. In all his undertakings he de- 
sires to consider the Almighty's will; and the 
idea that he can look up and say, this is the 


place which my heavenly Father hath allotted 


me—this is the work he hath appointed me to 
do, — tends to reconcile him to every situa- 


: en to zweeten GN neee, 


EY Mr. joy Mrs, Fn $ family consists of a son 
| and two daughters, whose education they 


carefully. superintend; deeming it a most im- 


portant duty and a delightful task. Mrs. F— 
often expresses her surprise, that any serious 


persons should think the acquisition of a few 


external accomplishments, which might per- 


baps as well be obtained at home as elsewhere, 


of more. importance than the forming of their 
children's minds and morals; and so ven- 
ture to place their daughters in situations, 


and the different characters with whom they 
often associate, they are likely, not only to 
acquire little useful knowledge, but to im- 
bibe many false and dangerous notions, Which 
are suited only to cherish the evil dispositions 
of the heart. She says, the great end of edu- 


| justly; and that our chief care should be to 
watch over and repress the first risings of evil 
; tempers and propensities ; which cannot duly 
| be attended to, where a great number of per- 
sons are consigned to the government of a few. 
Mr. F— also, recollecting the many evils he 
4 had derived from being early educated at a 
* publick seminary, declares he can never con- 
EE sent that his son should be taught to prefer 
* the heroes of Homer to the disciples of Jesus 
W Christ; nor suffer him, by mixing with disso- 
"of lute young men, to imbibe a poison that might 
* never after be eradicated, and assume a con- 
* fidence and audacity, which, though at pre- 
* sent the prevailing characteristick of youth, 
Ns, 


is truly disgusting to every man of sense. 


F a 


where, from the usual mode of instruction, 


cation is, to teach young people to think 
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Accordingly, if these young persons, though 
by no means deficient in accomplishments, 
would not make so elegant a figure in a ball. 
room, or converse so fluently on the latest 
fashion or the most favourite a dancer, as 
many in a similar rank of life; their parents 
have the satisfaction to know, that their minds 
are stored with useful knowledge; that they 
have learned to discriminate between truth 


and error, — that their deportment is modest, 
affable, and unassuming; —and that their hearts 


are simple, humble, and truly disposed to love 


and obey them. Indeed, one of the most 


striking features of Mr. F's family is, that it 
may be called a family of love. Here cheer- 
fulness and serenity have taken place of levity 
and mirth ; and genuine philanthropy, of stu- 
died courtesy and unmeaning compliment: 


while each individual strives to fill up his pro- 
per place, and by an habitual sweetness of 


manner and uniform endeavour to pleas e, to 
contribute to the welfare and comfort of the 
whole. You seldom or never are here wea- 


ried with those complaints of servants which 


are so frequent in many places. The domes- 
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ticks, en selected Aud kindly treated, 


consider their master and mistress almost in 


the light of parents; and would perhaps feel 


nearly as much pain to leave this peaceful 


habitation, as affectionate children, when for 
the first time they are about to quit the paren · 
tal roof, of 


It is not however, in the least degree meant 
to insinuate, that any in this amiable family 


have attained to a degree of perfection 1 incon- 


sistent with the frailty of human nature 


this must not be supposed by us, and is still 


less thought of by themselves. No- could 
we zee the 2 that have been described, 


in their most- secret retirements, we should 


find them confessing and deploring before 


Him who searcheth the hearts and trieth the 
« reins,” their daily omissions of duty, and 


their frequent transgressions of his holy law— 
many emotions of pride and vain glory ma- 
ny risings of evil tempers and selfish disposi- 


tions- many vain irreverent thoughts in sa- 


cred duties; which though unsuspected by 


others, fill them, like the holy prophet, with 
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shame and confusion of face,” and lead them 
every day to see more clearly their need of a 
Mediator. e , * 


be 


Neither is it even to be imagined; that m 
this happy society there is never any thing to 
be observed by others, but what 1s altogether 
approvable, Alas! here, as well as every 
-where else, there are sometimes errors and 
improprieties, which interrupt the peace and 
harmony that generally prevail. But then, 
these evils are not prolonged and increased by 
resentment and mutual recrimination ; since 
those, who are the most deeply convinced of 
their own imperfections, are ever the readiest 
to make allowance for the misconduct of 
others. The person who has offended, being 
reproved in a spirit of meekness, is soon led 
to acknowledge, and make concessions for his 
| Fault; or if this be not the case, that Sacred 
volume, the unerring standard of right and 
wrong, which Mr. B— never fails to read 
daily in his family, points out what has been 
contrary to the Christian spirit, and restores 


things to their proper order. Indeed, the 
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constant observance of family worship, a duty, 


which however unfashionable, this gentleman f 


has steadily persevered in ever since he seri- 
ously engaged in a religious life, has been 
found the happiest mean to preserve social 
order, peace, and love. 


Mr. F— saw from the first many of the dif- 


ficulties he should have to encounter, in pur- 


suing the plan he had adopted; but he 


thought the sneers of a few giddy triflers, or 


shallow scepticks, were not to be put in com- 
petition with the favour of the King of hea- 


ven. Accordingly, among other things, he 


at once determined that the sacred day of rest, 
which he had unhappily so often wasted and 


profaned, but which now frequently proved 


to him a season of the greatest satisfaction, 
should be entirely devoted to the service of 


God. All unsuitable visitants are of course 
excluded from his house: he and his family 


twice a day constantly attend the publick wor- 
ship—not where the genteelest congregation 
is assembled; but where they may hear those 


ministers, Who are most concerned for the 
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: erupt #4 God a he eternal 9 of their 


hearers :. while the intermediate hours of the 
day are divided between the duties of the clo- 
set, the instruction of children and servants, 
and serious improving conversation. 


And bod it may not be amiss to observe, chat 
nothing appears to Mr.F— of more importance 


in the education of his children, than making 


them well acquainted with the evidences of 
Christianity. In a day like this, when infide- 
lity is on every side making the most alarming 
progress, how needful is it that the minds of 


youth should be fortified against those bold 


and dangerous assertions, to which they will 
be exposed in their 1 intercourse with the world, 
and that they should be guarded against those 
baneful principles which alas! are but too 
congenial to every human heart. And though 
it is certain that real religion consists in some- 
thing far above a mere assent to the truth of 
revelation; it is highly desirable that we 
should © be ready always to give to every man 
a reason of the hope that is in us. 
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Many persons possessed of affluent fortunes 
are very ready to impart some of their abun- 
dance to the distressed; but there are few in- 


deed that, in imitation of , example who. 


* though he was rich yet for our gakes be- 
** came poor, are willing to deduct from their 


con luxuries and superfluities to relieve the 


indigent; and still fewer perhaps, Who will 
not only give, but seek out, and sympathize 
with, the sons of misery and want. Yet it is 
surprising to think, if a proper attention were 
paid to this truly Christian duty, how much 


might be done to alleviate the afflictions of 


mankind, even by persons in very moderate 
circumstances. But of this Mr. and Mrs. 
F— are fully convinced, as well as of the 
glaring impropriety there is, in the followers 
of the meek and lowly Saviour vying in pomp 


and splendour with the great and gay. And, 


therefore, though they are truly © lovers of 
„hospitality,“ and careful in avoiding every 


appearance of parsimony and meanness, their 


table, furniture, and apparel are as remarka- 


ble for simplicity and frugality as their con- 


duct to others is renowned for enlarged 
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Uberality and e eee So much does a 


spirit of benevolence pervade this family, 


that the young ladies experience far more 
pleasure in expending their pocket money to 
procure a garment for a poor person, than to 
purchase an elegant trinket, or a fashionable 
article of dress for themselves. Indeed in 
this respect, their hands as well as their purses 
are at the service of the poor. For though 
Mrs. F— has naturally a great taste for ele- 
gant accomplishments, and in her youth be- 
stowed much time and pains to acquire them; 
she acknowledges that since she has seen the 
real nature and excellency of religion, she 
cannot find much gratification in any employ- 
ments, which do not some way or other con- 


duce to the glory of God! and the welfare of 


her fellow creatures: and of course she does 
not greatly countenance the pursuit of those 
attainments which are chiefly cultivated in 
order to attract admiration and applause. 
Many of the hours therefore, which by others 
would be spent at the harpsichord, in curious 
needle works, and useless trifles, are by her- 
e 


self and her daughters appropriated; with far 
more heart-felt satisfaction, to the irmprove- 
ment of the mind, visiting the sick and afflic- 


appearatice, 
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ted, or working for the poor and destitute; 


by whom they have the happiness to be 80 


beloved, that the whole village around their 
country seat is enlivened Lows een at er 
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Mr. and Mrs. F— with the views and senti- 


ments they entertain, can rest satisfied merely 


in endeavours to contribute to the temporal 


welfare of their fellow creatures, The bene- 


volence of their hearts, and their implicit re- 
gard to the authority of God's word, render 
it impossible for them to feel that sad indif- 
ference for the souls of men, which in mo- 


dern days has obtained the mistaken appella. 


tion of charity or candour. Out Saviour 
and his apostles, say they, cannot be sus⸗ 
pected of want of love to the human race; 


yet they warn us, in the most solemn manner, 


of the awful consequences of an irreligious 


life; and are very far from asserting, that 
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every one may be saved in his own way, or in 
the religion in which he has been brought up. 
It is therefore certainly the duty of Christians, 


to use their utmost efforts to convince men of 


their real character and situation, and of the 
neeessity of faith and repentance*,” © 


Deeply impressed with this conviction, Mr. 
F— does not hesitate, in whatever company 
he may be obliged to mix; if occasion require, 
to confess his sentiments, and bear his testi- 
mony against vice and profaneness; while by 
letters, books and conversation, he endea- 
vours among his relatives and friends, with 
the utmost tenderness and propriety, to incul- 


. cate the truth and importance of divine reve- 


lation, and the happiness of a life truly de- 
voted to God. Nor does Mrs. F— decline 
an active part in this momentous duty. When 
she visits the sick and afllicted in the neigh- 


bourhood, to administer relief to their dis- 
tresses, she seldom fails to put a religious 
book into their hands, or to say a few words 


that may leave a serious impression on their 


3 Mark xvi. 16. John ili. 36. Acts XX. 21. 
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the utmost consequence to. the- promotion of 


religion and the improvement of morals, se 


has lately established a school for the children 


of the poor, which she has placed under the 
tuition of a very pious and prudent woman, 
and carefully superintends herself. By such, 


and various other methods which these ami- 
able persons have adopted, it is hardly con- 


ceivable how much reformation has been pro- 
duced, and what salutary effects have resulted 


to those around them; while the happiness 


they experience is as far superior to any of 
the poor short- lived enjoyments, that ambi- 
tion or sensuality can afford, as che heavens 


are AGO We mga 


Oh! that every reader of this fe@ble, but 
sincere attempt to point out the path to true 


contentment, might be prevailed on to make 
the experiment; and to seek for divine aid to 


enable him to lead a life as much devoted to 


n and as eren to man! 
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minds. And, as the education of youth is of 


Conclusion. 


Is way . T4 objected, that i in any $i. 
tuation, and especially the higher ranks of 
life, a line of conduct, such as has been de- 
zcribed; could not possibly be maintained. 
without acting in many respects very differ- 
ently to the general customs of society; and. 
ol course without incurring the censure and 
contempt of the world around us. Let it be 
remembered however, that nothing less than 
a. readiness to relinquish every temporal ad- 
vantage, and a wihingness to forego. the 
applause, and approbation of men, when put 
in competition with our duty, 1 18 expected by 
Him who has an undoubted right to our su- 
preme affections. Thus our Lord declares, 


* He that loyeth father or mother more than 
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0 me Fes not . * me, 1 he that kiveth 
gon or daughter more than me, is not wor- 


© cross and followefli after me, is not wor- 
« thy of me; he that findeth his life shall lose 
* it, and he that loseth his life for my sake 


„ shall find it *.” And if nothing less than 


this was required from the primitive Chris- 


tians, in those days of danger and persecu- 
tion; surely it cannot nom be deemed too 
much that we observe our Saviour's precepts, 
and separate from the corrupt maxims and 


fachions of a a vain ren world. Wi: 


9 


this path s0 formidable, as are generally sup- 
posed. Imagination may indeed pourtray a 
religious life, as replete with gloom and me- 


members of the community. Experience 


however, will certainly prove, that Wis- 
* dom! s ways are ways of pleaantness, and 


12 Mart. x. 332. 
K 


thy of me; and he that taketh not up his 


Nor are the dickeultet to 50 e in 


lancholy; and as exposing us, not only to the 
ridicule of the infidel and profane; but to the 
censure even of many moral and amiable 
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come respected by the very persons, who once 
love, the most powerful principle in the hu. 
those most, on whose integritycand{berievo- 
ever be denied, that the most exemplary 


silence ſhe ignorance of foolish men,“ as to 


mind and body; what would these avail; whe 
compared wich "the final state of happiness 6 
misery, which awaits every human being ot 
| ais departure from this world? What woul 


98 1 — 


that all her paths: are pense“ p Andthewho a 
acts consistently with · the christian character. 
in all the various duties and relations of life, 
will, in time, if not imitated; at least often be- 


most contemned and despised him Las self 


man heart, commonly leads men to esteem 


lence they can best depend. It cannot hoW- 


Christians are unable by well doing 80 to 


the c 

escape all contempt or censure; for the scrip-W dissj 
ture tells us that all, WhO Will live godly in sootb 
Christ Jesus, must suffer persecution. Bui gious 

| " admiging chat every true disciple were really and t 
exposed to the most complicated distresses ol that 


be ehe greatest sufferings of the longest li! 
_ ton earth, compared with that ETERNITY t 
which we are daily hastening, but as a drop « 


eee Ls high view it n 
that che apostle Paul. whose trials were heavy 
almost beyond example, could say, our lzght: 
© afflictton, hich is but for a moment, work 
« eth for us a far more exceeding and eternal · 
eight of glory; While we look not at the 


K. which are not seen; for the things which are 
geen are temporal; but Vabeg 2 are 
6, not teen are eternal. hy 


lt 8 Sheng | e of men look 
the contrary way; and either endeavour to 
dissipate all reflection on the subject, or to 
soothe themselves with sceptical and irreli- 


? gious opinions; ridiculing every thing serious, 
and trying as much as possible to discredit all. 
that is said concerning a future state: —like 
persons travelling on the edge of a tremen- 
dous preeipice, Who, instead of cautiouſly 


observing their steps, and seeking how they 


2 with the most trivial ger 
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may escape destruction, olose their eyes, and 
endeavour to forget their danger, by amusing 
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often perhaps without once enquiring what 
M be Our condition i in that state, where we 


appointment of our fondest wis| 


e speculstions We see our fellow ever 


creatures on every side daily sinking into the | wha 
grave. We are sure our turn must come,— che 
We know not, that our souls shall even for othe 
another day be separated from the world of N 
spirits. And yet —we pass our lives insensi- | 
bly away in vain and thoughtless amusement, 


have every reason to believe that millions of relig 


ages hence, it will be with us as if we were 0 


00 i, $9058); Is w9th bu. A 
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But n the 1 may | foal: tolerably « fit 
easy to trifle thus with the most important 
concerns, in the gaiety of youth and the en- 
joyment of health and prosperity ; there are to ti 
Seasons when thoughts of a different kind are seek 
wont to occur. Solitude —sickness— the dis- and 


the prospect of entering on an unknown state, © ne 
sometimes awaken the most careless and in- «thi 
sensible. } And then, —in the near view of % the 
dissolution, —let but a doubt intrude, the «Jo! 
barest possibility.of being mistaken where our | 
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everlasting welfare is at stake. hat anguish, 
what dismay must arise! And shall we defer 


these enquiries to à season which is of all 
others the most unsuitable? When the mind 

is enfeebled by disease, and enveloped in 
darkness and confusion; and when, if there 
be any appearance of a desire to embrace the 
truth, there will perhaps remain no time nor 
opportunity for evincing the sincerity n m_ 
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And PIN all "Y cares and concern wien 
fill up this transitory life, © what shall it pro- 
« fit a man, if he gain the Whole world and 
lose his on soul?“ Religion is either all, 
or nothing; and whatever some may pretend 


to the contrary; he alone is truly wise, who 


seeks the knowledge of God and of himself, 
and who pursues that peace which passeth 
« all understanding, and nn the world can 
neither give nor take away. “ Love not 
the world,“ says the apostle- Jobn, * neither 
Mae wu that are in the world, if any man 

« love the world, the love of the War is 
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not in him. For all that is in the world: 


the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 


the pride of life, is not of the Father but of 
the world,” „and the world passeth ay 
and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the 
Ou 1. A tir n _ 

2) We Mey that ·· nende Miele 
I ing city.“ Our choicest earthily comforts 
are liable to be torn from us every day; and 
there is an hour comin g. in Which the tender- 
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bY,  ebt/ftiends,” and the most 'profperous circum- 


stances, can do nothing to alleviate our afflic- 
tion. It will ien avail us not, how rich, how 


| Honourable; how admired we have been 


when nature is sinking under a death- like lan- 
guor, and the soul is just upon the verge of 


eternity, the sight of thoſe loved objects-who 


have here been our sweetest solace, will rather 
aggravate, than remedy our distress. At such 
a season, ohl who can describe the blessedness 
of that man, who hath» an omnipotent arm to 


lean upon a gracious Saviour to receive his 


departing Spirit? Happy indeed; will-he be 
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found, and only he, who“ hath the Cod of 
* Jacob for his help, and whose hope is in 
the Lord bis Sp. d on yt 
PEE ER I br 
May the Almighty teach us so to number 
our days as to apply our hearts unto true and 
heavenly wisdom ; that in our various trials 
and disappointments here, we may be enabled 
to rely with sweet composure on him who 
makes all things work together for good to 
e them that love him: and that when this 
painful dream of life is ended, we may awake 
in that blessed world, where there shall be no 
more death, pain, nor sorrow, but where all 
tears will be for ever wiped away 
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